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The Conflict of Cogſcience of a dear Chriſtia | 
named Beſſie Clerkſon, in the Pariſh 


ib,  Lanerk, which ſhe lay under three years at 
$a an half, 


MINISTER. 


Txfie, hom are you; 
Besſic, J find the wrath of an angry 
God, of x crabbed God, and all th 
Wrath you preached is come upon n 
nom. J find him dal comim againlt me. 

P. Bestie, God will fox good ends lit 
own dear Chilmen talle of his anger, and wreſtle 
with his Wrath in this world, that they be not 
caſien up in a dead ſleep of fleſh( rity. and ( 
iſh with the wicked of the — in that great 

ath that is ts bt reveaied, and to ming then 
4 — — 7 2 2 
w fp are obliged to ' 
who hath for them undergone th: full weight or 
that Ttrath ( foz your trouble is but a [park alf! 
chat fire wherewith Chriit was burnt up in aK 
Dacrifice to the Father) and that our heaxt be- 
ing racked with terroz, lor mar be made fo2 the 
. greater ptact, aud the calmafter the tempeſt mag. 
be the ſweeter when it comes, and Gods glozy tl 
greater, aud moze manifeſt in that dtalin 
caſten down, and plunging in the hell, and we 
ing again to n ; and this ſozc ot deal- ph 
ing drives A beſt out of the heart. þ 
- J am not a devil to contemn God, and J 55 
tannot get faith to believe in Gad. wi 
MP. Jt is a degree of faith, to find the want] 
of faith : Jt is a ſtep of greater growth. Ita 
. - then J was about to comfozt her, the ſaid, 
Mill pe (peak to me as yt thould, and ſay, Thon 
wretched ſinful and wicked woman: and not tell 

wy eee words. 
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anſwered her, No, Begfie, I muſt not mea pe 


* 


* len ies de your (elf, by your gtpn ſenſe? 
6 to teach you to hope above hope, and tap 
at 'Lozd, it thou wilt flay me, tt will J tru 


». © there was graute uhert; but there is a 

t diſſention betwirt God and me; Jam 

| away. O that this waktning had come twenty 
ſince 1 but now my time is loft. Man comes 
* aud Sacrament, b s not 
what they are doing, The morn when Govs peo- 
[ come 0 hear you, I cannot comt; J am caſt 


It is pet the xcceptabl time, wherein the 
D may be found, ht is yet upon the thront of 
; Give no place of luggeſtions of ſatan, 
uſtkul cogitations, ariting of your 
: and where you cannot come to 
„ that 28 be laid to your charge. bs 
is not an argument of Gods when one 
ſickneſs * troublt is wi — — kain 


f by 


D. 9 Ar it ye feel it not, pray that 
2 1 mercy withEenth 
— 4 3. J. £Dercy i © nah — we; D 
py 74's range word! oi ablolutton! 21 
Diop to cool my tamented (out ]! O that J could 
ant Win a flep nearer him. 
. Blefſty art they that Hunger and thirff, 
aid, en they ſhall be ſatisfied.” Jt is the Lord who is 
me (ut.1crency. twho works the will and the deed : 
tell is he who wakens thoſe deres in you, and he 
vill work the work. 
_— then J had ſaid, the Lozd dealt with ber as 
furt he doth, to humble her. Co n me, (aid the, 
and 
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- Uea(t ſain the, Jam but a dog, and wozſe t 


any that J am: the cat that fits there, is in 
better caſe then J am. FI ſhall beat down tl 
carcaſs with beer-bread and water: but that d 
not the turn. hen her (ſervant woman laid, 
ae à good Body, and began to commend hee 


a dog: Gods wiath is on me for my inviſible ſin 
And if J were away, thert would be none ! 
Ehriffians on the earth. know Thrift woul 
go betwirt me and all my ſins; but ont: J wil 
not lain it, nor hide it; it is deſpair. 

M. Dou art very ſenſible of your unbelief,an 
God will make pon alſo ſenſible of a lively faitt 
ere all be dont. Foz a little while hath he foꝛſ 
ken pon, at he ſaith, Jſa. 54. 7, 8, 5, 10. | 
with great compaſsion will 5 ather you. Fox 
moment in his anger hath id his face fro: 
you, fog a little ſcaſon: But with everlaſtin 
2 ht have compaſsion on you. And ic 
17, O thou afflitedand toſſed with tempeſt 3 

B. Js it God that doth this ts me:? Can Go 
ſpoil himſelf * J hav faith aud prayer, now th 
art ritt, cut and (poiley. Can do it? TWi 
God rob himſelk:? will he take away the ma 
of His own glory 2 J am athamed to look any ma 
in the face. J have loſt the favour of God ang 
man. O fo: a dzop of grace I D foz as much faitſ'a1 
as a grain of muſtard ſeed 1 

It is the Lozb that deals with you, bt 
not to rob your faith, which is his gift, and onc 
giwen, cometh never under provocation. Pet i 
continueth not ay in a like vigour and ffrengt 
but twill oft come under a great ecclipſe, and bt 
bzandled with doubtings, and ſhaken with fear 
fo: there is no perfection here: and all this exer 
ctle ts to add ſtrength, that the weſtling wit! 
God, as Jacob did, map pzevail in end: and thalſtbe 
is not loſt, pour tarneſt defire evidently declareth; 17 
And when 4 ſhew her, that we walked by faith 5 


any 


S SS rater reges 


any not by feeling, and muſt not meaſure our 


ſelves, noz Gods goodneſs and love by our ſenſe. 
She anſwereth, if faith voth it not, J have done 


$ with it. hen one beſive (pake to her of Gods 


favoz &pre(ence,ſhe (aid, God. if I wer as ſure of it 
ax you are. I have,ſ(aid Ge. hands, teet,cyes, knees, 
Jan do any thing but one, J cannot believe: 
Well wererhe ſoul that ever it was oꝛdained that 
had faith. © the great want of faith and love to 
God in theilt dars: It was never leſs, and they 
twill find-one day what it is to want it. One 
thing holds me from God, it is unbelief, Gods 
hand is ſoze on me, J would fain believe. Pray, 


pra, p2ay, ( (aid ſhe ) ye that have faith. 
. h. The wo 


Lord tho will not break the bruiſed 


of £220, noz quench the lmoking flax, wil bzing your 


defire, and thelt weak beginnings to a greater 


growth and perfection, foz faith. growerh by ve- 


Go 
th 


rees, as that blind mans ſight, Park 8. 24,25. 
Then J told her of Gods dealing with his own 
by divers ſozts of tronble in mind, body, and e- 
ſtatt, ſhe anſwereth, no trouble to the trouble in 
mind. J care not ( (aid the ) fo en 
and all the reft,if J could get comfozt in t D 
would not care my L 


- Telus, 
Slay lame, leper, fick, (oze, ſo that my mind were 


pacified, and at one with God. J care not foz all 
Satans aſſaults, if he wert tven ſtanding there, 
ſo that J could find God with me and not agaiuſt 


ame. UWatt on, ſaid J, the Lozd will come. She 


{Come in mercy,(aid 


in his own time. She an- 
lwereth, ever fince this bred in me, you ſaid that 
but J can never find it: J would willingly loſe 


anſwereth, he _ daily in tzath. But he will 


iti mploul, if J conld get faith. Mell is the Sou! 


that ever it was oꝛdained of God, that gets the 


eth.1comfozt of the holy Ohofi 1 


thi. 
— Wally, Wally, {aid the, to be ont of his, to have 


M. Would you not, Belsie, be one of his: 
ont 


ant d2op of grace from his finger-tud, Tu kenkt. 
would not be one of his? Then laid J, bleiff Hair 
are pt: foꝛ bleſſed are they that hunger and thiß tion 
for Righteouſnels, koz they ſhall be ſatis'ifmerc 
Bleiſtdo are they that ſeek in lincerity to be ones we b 
that ſociety of the Saints of God: To hav? feel! 
com ort ot that communion and privileoge ol 23 
prople: For bleſſed 41.33.12. art their propl crea! 
whole God is the Lord, even the = who (elf, 
de hath choſe: for his own inheritance. And afts 
I had prayed for ber. and preſſed by ſome paſlagſ the | 
of lcripture to comtort her, the (aid- it is heavy | wit 
my Htart thoſt avmonitions and prayers, andi nor 
get no part of them in my (oul, and not to fing out, 
him whom you leek. doht 
Sher ſaith again, whether hall J turn: why he 1 
ther thall J go? what Hall I do: whether ſya Chi 
J run to (ee& God to grip him: J cannot g J 
grips faſtned on os Diaz Piniſter ( 1ald fel gro 
tell mi why lin hath peocuren this, that J all bet 
ſuch a ſpectacle to th? world by all others: Heart ſail 
pon, rad pon, knew v2 ever on like mr: thy ant 
I theiv her of Job, Itremie, David, Hezekiah ow 
and others. And albtit Beste, to your feeling the, 
yt cannot get grips faitned on him pet aſirenly Sc 
bt hath grips taſtued on you. The good theepd Cai! 
herd hath you in his hand, and none thall pluch ner 
vou out of it. 0 0 
B. I think, if ever J had faith, J.could naß cor 
haue [of if, fle 
Pin. Pour defire which God reputes fad ect 
faith, hath the ſame promiz oc latizaction which Jo 
faith hathmave unto it. tri 
She anſtverech, J would be burnt quick to bf th 
ſure of ſalvation. FI live withone,faich, J tivs K 
and worthip not God. J can finono comfort from! no 
God nor man: mp life 1s miſerable and comforts wi 
ltſs, That is cven Lobs complaint, (id J, Job kl 
2, 20, 21, So albeit ye be comfortiels * _w ha 
Flee, 
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Tu kenſe, pet you are not marrowleſs, and hath the 
Neil Saints ſubiec to the ſame tentation and tribulz« 
thiftion with von; And ye thall get in the Lords 
Si mercy a blefſed out-gat? with them: pea although 
one we be never witneſs to it, pet you your (elf tha(l 
frel it. 
B. J am the moſt miferable and wretched 
# creatnre in the world, for my -lins are hid to my 
felt, and known to God. 
M. Be(ſsie, God is not ay purſuing fin, when 
the (ouls of his Saints are perplered and purſued 
with hoxrcurs : He ſeeth no iniquity in Jacob, 
nor fin in Iſrael : albeir it letteth us to ſtek them 
out, and to ſorrow for them: he hath other ends 
twheretore he dealeth with his own, namely that 
he may ſhoto his work, and glorifie his name, as 
3 Chriſt ſaith of the blind man, John 9. 3. After 
I had pzaytd, ſaiv ſhe. if your pzayers have a geod 
ground, and be accozding to Gods will, it ts the 
better, it will be the better heard. Put that 18, 
ſaid J, J havs a trarrand to meurn: and to pity 
hei and pzay foz all that are in trouble, chiefly of my 
{af own flock. Your warrand Wer: the better, ſaid 
ing the, if J were one of Chzifts flock. Happy is that 
Dy Soul that is ont of thoſt, but ye are ont of thoſe, 
£35 (aid J. De have ay (aid that, ſaid ſhe: but J can 
uch never find it. You will find it, (aid J, in the 
Lows time: tarry his leaſure, it will come with 
na comfozt. Tarry muſt J, ſaid che, where ſhall J 
flee oz flit? He cometh ay in due time, but he com- 
fad eth tome in math. When J rememb:ed her of 
ic Job, who ſatd, Ik thou wilt flay me, yet will J 
truſt in thee. She anſwereth; where will ye get 
vs the like of Job. Ho. not among yon all that are 
vs! Miniſters. Faithtul was he, but J have none: 
mn! no ſalvation foz me. Then to try ber, J (ald, 
rt“ will you (ell mi pour part of it, pour right and 
oh kindneſs 2 what wall J give you fog it? If you 
» have none, you may the betttr chrap quite it, and 


en 
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will give yon. She anſwereth, why ſcoꝛn 
mt a filly pooz woman, and yt a wilt man. 
would buy and not ſell. If J had ten thouſah gie, 
millions of gold, if J had a thonſand worlds, you 
it were to be bought fo: money, J would gif Gol 
you all fox it. rev 
M. J (ſaid not this to ſcozn you, Beſsie, bl cer 
to dratu out your defire by this demand as it doi you 
wherebyit is taſit to diſcern, that yz Have a (ul giv! 
tittle to that ſalvation, although it ſtem tint} hav 
pour (elf. i lier 
B. J have no pleaſure in any thing, neither! and 
| Hugband, noz child; J can do nothing but ſin} and 
=s life is all fin; and it were to pal the bag ant 
off a cal? caſtock and tat: J fin in the doing dar 
it: why live Þ then. J cannot Die, (aid ſhe : Fol x 


cannot live : they bury a carcaſs: will ther bug yen 
me a carcaſs of tin, yea fin it (elf. p 


hen J asked at her, if the deſired mercy{Dr 
the anſtivered, O that his vefire to me were as greghus 
ag mine to him 1 O fox a look of love 1 Cry, an 
piap, (atd J, foz the Lozd hath (aid, ſetk, and 
ihall find, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto yo! 
My prayer, (aibihe, is repelled, my cry is nahad 
reipected; it doth no good, J cannot have faith 
except God give it; None Have any grace, bu 
from him: Happy art they that can bleſs him 
and call upon his name. 
M. Aud happy are they, Belsie, that toun 3 
them happp- ano woulb with all their heart be Mhi 
that number as pt would. Uh 
B. That ſtone in the wall hath as great appel 1? 
tit to any bodily comfort of meat, orink; clorhegbe | 
or ſuch ike, as J have: J cannot get the comcortgplo 
ot the holp Spirit. £ 
hen J praxzed for that conſolation to Her wvil 
that lo. id comcort which is {tronger then tentatibe! 
on tribulation or death it ſelf the (aid; why warte! 
vt paar papers onginch a vile wretch 7 God hath} d 
counted 


counted the number, and gathered them, and 
am one moe. J will not believe you, laid J. Bel⸗ 
Sit, albtit pe belitve the (ſuggeſtions of Satan in 
Ds, pour falſe heart, it is ether wiſe in the accouut of 
| Of God ? And J will pray for you, that it may bt 
revealed to you, and pray you with me. And af- 
u ter J had prayed, the (aid, tayings will ust vo it, 
Doty you do pour part, but if God work not. and he 
I (uf give it not, J cannot have comfort. Can any 
int have grace till God give it? Can that ftone be» 
lieve ? Pet, Belgie, laid J, let us ule the means, 
her and do according to Gods direction in his ward, 
inf and walt on till he who hath wounded heal again, 
bat} and he will make light ariſe in the midi of pour 
ng CE darkneſs, the lighs of conſolation in the oarkneſ(s 
: ok perturbation, and calm th? tempeft that is in 
| ycur conſcience, | 
B. There is no friend to that ſonl that is un- 
rey der Gods fred; Jam under Govsfeeg ; and my 
reg husband, childzen, no: any other, ars criends td 
, anime : nay, not my own (elf is a friend to my (elf; 
iD fas fo; my cozps, J care not it were caſt up to the 
youthraven, and Kepped upon iron graps (8 my ſoul 
; neſhad peace. 
ait MP. Besfie, many have peace with themſelves 
buſthat havs none with God, as ſecurt ſinners ſleeping 
himfin ſin, and crying ptact; and (om? have peace 
with God that Have none with themſelves : and 
intzas many have not the grace and faith, which they 
n Mhink they have. ſo ſome Have the grace and faith, 
"Uvhich they think they have not. 
ppe4 B. J care not fo; mine own damnation, ik God 
he , gloꝛiſied: what reck of me if he gets his own 
pregtory, 

M. Brsſie, Aſſure your (elf theſe are not the 
her wiſhes and words of a caſt-away.and Gods glozy 
atiſbe dear to you, you and your ſatvation are acar 
art do him. 
ath When J asked if che took meat to refreſþ her 
ted body 


$ 


body? the anſwered, Po. all craves that, boſftake 
faith ul andun'zithtul, albeit th. un{aichſul haut 
unworthie ot it fo: they cannot glozidt that (gkno! 
that gives it 
Whea 5 defived her to pray, ſhe anſwered, Thafyou- 
no warrand & have many lrts, Gill yon ſay. Lafaga! 
Jod be msrci/ul to mi f: {rius ſake: che ſaiffſaitl 
God be mercifu! to mt fo: thy own ſakt.foꝛ Chi 
hath not redeemed all. Begfie lam J, ye muſt (& 2 
in the 2ame of Jeſus whom the Father ha#vai 
ſealed, in whom alone he 1s reconcited with ud 
and koz whoſe ſake hr gtveth grace and mercitſwon 
lay your compt, you buli never come to the Fathe J co 
but by him. on þ 
P. B. Do ve not pꝛay when yt are alone : Seet 
anſwer rd. J will not cemmend my (elf duhen anbei 
parting with her. (aid, on be with you. Besü bear 
She anſwered, (od fozbid he wert with you, ha 
he ls with me. O there is a great change comingime? 
a ktarful alterativn. a cup of wrath coming, Wa" 
art conceived and boꝛn in fin, and what ſhatly U 
Che end-of fin? ake 
M. Indeed, Bes2e, ſin hath fearful effect wi 
but bleN*d be the Son of (ob Jeſus, who lavelfelf! 
his ptople from their tin, There is no convenÞ1 | 
nation to them that art in Chriſt. F00D 
B. J know if the pevil were chaiued there bÞitcte 
fides mt, he cannot, without Gods permislion, <9 
Hurt an halr of mine head, but God being angiþS*5! 
with me, he turns him loolt, and all his Juſtx$9* 
ments againft me. | Aath 
D.Beslie,the Loꝛd looſtd him upon Fob, but $94 
many links only, that h wan to his goods. chiÞ" tt 
Den, body, but not his like, far leis to his ſouf | 
The Lotd will not givt the ſoul of his turtle $99 
the beaft, the good chẽpherd hath you in his ha 77 
gotr 
nou 


ang none ſhall pluck von aut of it. dthat ever 
your frars, doubtings, oz app:ztheniions und 
pour trial, and pꝛeſent deſertion. 

When ſome landing by ſpake to her, the ſaps, tal 


takt all that to your (elf that pon ſay to mt, yt 
ul Shave no bozrows, no aſſurance more no J, any 
noms not but ye come in the like cale. 
M. Indeed we thould cake our warning by 
you. and wt have all miſter to gather and lap up 
againſt the hour or Temptation. J coming to her 
ſaifſaith, Besfie, Have yt gotten any comfort yet ? 
"She anſwertd, when od ſends it; J will get it. 
But (eek pe it not. ſaid I? ſhe anſwertth, &MAhat 
hafavaileth wozds, when there is nothing within 7 
3 unden J was blegſing the Leid, cht poubled ch? 
ci word, and ſaid. Bl: led be he,bleCed be hz. O that 
the J could glozifie,D that J could get griys faſtned 
on him. J (ce, Besũt, ſaid J., albtit you p2ay not, 
S{vtt pou prailt and blies Sed. J cannot (aid the, 
1 onbleſs him, he is bleſſed in Himſelf, and J never 
:g{0924rD him blaſphemed, but J was griev?d at it, 
1, had rather have Heard th? evil _ namen ten 
uümkimes then him once dlalodemted. Fy on them that 
„ cannot blels. and yzt will blaſphzme him. 
{({ duben F earneffly praped fo: her. ſhe ſaid, luhy 
ake pe pains on ſuch a vile wretched creature 7 
a6 would, Besfic.ſain J, have Gov glozifping him- 
vedfielf in a (oft (oul.and magnifying his mercy on 
genden who is miſerable. J, (aid ſhe, that is right 
x0od, (Bod grant it, (Bod grant if. O there is 
t blittle faith in the earth and love is grown cold! 
ion When J deiired her to piap, andſald, long ſince, 
ig este, ye would have prayed, why inſiſt ye not 7 
Sh: anſwered, J had the will of prayer, but who 
path the ſpirit of prayer, (30d knows wel! is the 
t $oul that is in Thul but they that are founded 
chidn that ald Father Adam, fearful is their eſtate. 
out When J was: poling her with ſome queitions 
£ bout er inward-eſtate, ſhe ſaid, Why txamin yt 
nin lo ſoze, vt nfe ſharp examination, and yet ye 
x Will: not be my judge. Besſie (aid J, J would. 
;p$80w your conlkitution, that J may the better 


now how to deal with ron: Jam about: to in- 
ſtruct 


tah 


wy x 


ſtruct and comfort vou, to uſt the mtans, and 
A biegiing from od upon them; and J |} 
ſeen when px were better content that J conſe 
with you, and praytes fo; you. She anſwered, 
is a token that J get (mal comtozt by them. TE, 
L 02d. 141d. Bestie. hath that to givs. be hath Jan! 
COncredit2d the bilpentacion of a dram weight 

race to man 02 angel. he keevith that in his « 
— diipenics when, and to whom and af 


what mtalur and manner he pleales. But J art 
the devil in pour coxruption ; is not content ft 75 f 
means be uled. She ant ered, J find the devil. t ur 
woꝛl d and the ficly fighting againft me: J 29 
both Satans afſanlts, and ly under (Fods tors co. 
al ſo, which is a ftartul caſt : what reck of all 
tans aſlaults, if J lay not under ods wrath. 

$Þ. The greater battel, Begsfie, the great 
victozie:J tee great conflict in zou, you your git 
finds it,as you confe(s: pet happy are ye who ah, co 
purlurd by ſatan, and not poſſefi by him, and um; 
Der peace with him. The Lord hath divided Hane 
twixt you and him, and drawn you to that fig; 


© 
net 
atio 


whereon the (eed of the Moman ts: J find fat DD; 3 
fighting in you againſt unbelief.and where faibgyy: 
and unbelief are in one ſoul fighting, faith &, . 
ever p:evail, By faith is our ey 1 Joh.. Io 
Aud what is the condition of the Christian tand 
after his caliing but to teel his troubleiome ca m. 
flict between nature and grace, our and flesh. 
the old man and the new ? But bleſſed be Mter! 
who ſhall tread (ſatan under freer : ſo albeit | 
battle be burdenſome, y:t let this bear you ung: 
that theLozd in end thal give you th; vino:y e Aith 
alt your enemies. It were, (aid the, a great cop, he 
fort to me if J were perſwaded of it: but J ca pat 
not be quite of tafidelity and Deſpair, Wiell 
the ſoul that ever it came into the woꝛld, that Gy +1 
be freed of unbelief, and grace to believe. Lo 5K 
banilh the devil, and J hall believe, — lor 
gentleme 


entlemen and others being with me, che directs 
DS: c tech to them, ſaying ; De gentlemen and 
„Mnple, and ail, let my cading back be your for- 
ertard coming. Cell axe ye chat can belitvt and 
d Jar; dut I have nonte. J have no wit in the 
„Nord, either to bleſs God, or to bene it my (elf, 
h Jany thouſands get gract and faith, & J would 
+ fain Have it as any of them. 
. Bette, God mealureth his own by their 


J ained deüre; and what you would be in an 
NK 

t under the athes or pour co:ruption lpeth hid, 

ul of God bud and bean forth For it may be dil⸗ 

ecion to by oat of tyat number. Besiie,is ther 


irty affeqion,' that pt are in the compte oft Son: 
Fd th 
it, 
1D dtad as it were, like ſerd in the ground, or 
td4rned already in theie divine Detires in your effi- 
p com*fozt come tt? She anſiwerzth, if it were 


at ſecx2t (eed of grace, which in this erer- 

1 
coals under alhes chall hertafter in the mer⸗ 
talation of the blelleoneis of tholt b believe, and 


D Une, it would kyth, it would bud loꝛth. Pet and 
d anę a time have you ſaid comtoꝛt was a coming, 
ö ant J cannot (nd it. Alace i | am an out-law rg 


kam J weep in the night when J chould fleep; Y 
ourn when others are merry, J am bound when 
Wer are fret; J have a longlome air, a feartul 
pb {ore lair here. when others go up and down, 
e and fro: J am a wonder to the World, and J 
a wozthpy to be ſo. 

TM, B:sſic, long delay is not an argument of 
AMter denyal ; and when ye mourn, when others 
te merry, it is better to go to the Houſe of mour- 
ng then of f:afting.B{eiſed are they that mourn 
Faith Chziſt) but wo to them that laugh. te 
cot: here in the valley of tears, and Kingdom 
| CA patience. The Lo2d will wipe the tears from 


elt bur eyes; he is leading you by hell to Heaven, 
1 d throngh many tribulations ati aiſticiions ro 
— Aingdom, peace hall be the end of pour bat ⸗ 
, tels 


tels, and reſt the end of your trouble. Me ha 1. 
Beslle, brought you a Drink of wine to com. 
pour ſpirit. TWine (ſaid the ) the worſt water hat Þ 
the well is over good loꝛ me. J will have no wiſh viz 
why Hould I have the benefit when it is neithh tha 
bleed to me, neither can I blets him that gif 
it? I care not toz outward bodily comtozts,liq, ji 
I cannot get the inward and (piritual. Will ue o 
ſeek it of God, ( Belste ) in oh name of Y 
Lord, if thou wilt ( ſaid ſhe) the Lozd hath palhten 
er enough: but not finding faith in Jelus, no! 
laid, cht wanted a warrand to ſeek it in his nan 
I will wow you a warrand ( Bestie ) his c 
command with a promiſe, Þſ. 50, 15. In the 
ol thy trouble. gc. 1 Joh. 2.23. This is his ct 
mandment, that we believe, cc. Allo he call 
Mat. 1. on the weary and laden, promitin 
taſt them; pou cannot Deny but you art bh. 
kveary and laden under the load, ther trore youg ever 
cailed on: c the moꝛt mi.crable pou are you arhour 
mecter objec oz mercy to work on, UWall yt ten 
from the Savioz, becaule you are [oſt ? oz fra, 
the Phyſician, becaule you art fick ? Alace ( ag 
.the ) J cannot find a warrand, # find a wrogga 
warrand. What call you a wrong warrand (Fe jy! 
T ? J caunot find Chriſt (laib che) and ien 
thing beſide him is wrong. B. 
M. Bat ſay, Feſus.interceed fo: me. J will ud 
blaſphem him ( (aid ſhe ) noz be a liar; 53 Jimo 
a liar great enough already: foz to mt to ſpthn;y, 
the wo: ds in my mouth without faith in my hzahy ol 
what is that but to take his name in vain ? fr ot 
M. Shal Þ pray fo: von, Beslie  Uthat Te ty 
(ſaid ſhe) can J ger by your pzayers.ercept TH 
à heart to pray my (elf. J haut mauy thingskgw 
ſtek ik J could get faith to believe, and relielſy ſp 
my ſpirit, aud what matter of laws then? aha! 
J (ez that J ſaw not, then ſhal J do that I) Atib. 
not. Thele th:?z pꝛars J bad not a * 


ind ed J thought it came all from your own 
auth, all the 1nfacs Of iny prayers. | 
P. Yow iv esu? what hiars you mt lay? 
hat pager availes ot (aw ſh. HI, 4 haves oft 
"Mmplainco ot our 2:4g:rs as J has jad caule, 
d that God might bs angry again them, Jlal. 
9. And might cepell them, if he dealt in ſul⸗ 
with us ; But this was not to make us 
ve olf praper, but fo repent, and pzay moze 
ently, But the time hath been when vou de- 
Ihten in paper, (ald J. She antwered. J 
na comfozt then in piaper, J had no com- 
tbut in payer; FJ had many calamitizs, 
whom to ih0:1!d J ſeek dut co God 7? And 
weat J to him with a grieved heart: Had J 
cho, what r:c> d? ali the woztd ? what reck who 
allf2gainſt them, if he be with them? But if 2 
ing be under Gods feed, what availtth friends, 
U, icwels, and all the woztyd* Dh, ann alace 
dug ever, that J ſhould want that bieſsing and 
 AJour that : beſtows on ſo many 1 alace, J have 
Vt ten þ pooꝛ mans anſwer. you wil not be ſerved 
kipp. Tatze not that anſwer, Belsie, continnt 
ag and knocking, foz he hath (aid, (ten, and 
vr thall and. Aud to the pooꝛ woman of Canaan, 
t would not take a repulle oz nay-ſay, was [a- 
d Ified in end. But J am none of this lde, (ain 
Beſsie, (aid J, who told you chat? the devil 
Il guld have you think lo: and wilt you. take his 
+ Jimony againſt you, who is a [liar trom the be- 
[pPning, and not the witnels of the verity and 
Yak ot od with vou? . Believe not ſatan, no 
r own falſe heart: J know God in his own 

© The will give you comfort. * 
Ihe The knowledge is yours, (aid the, but the 
row is mine. Well is the ſoul that getteth the 
lLtfy ſpirit to ſeek grace and mercy at his hanos. 
Aeli is þ lo! that getteth the benefit t bleſsung 
| At;but fig on them that counts the foze afoze the 
+ glovy, 


ty. the foxe of the earth before the gloꝛxy ol heaug 
It is no coze to them, but a fearful curſt. Al 
J have long to live, and a wretched litt: J weak 
up, and J weary vowwn, tighs help not, ſobs | 
not, groans help not, and p:ayer.is faint. Jt 
fearful calamity to have wo here and wo herralt, trutl 
to have hell here, and hell hereafter fo; ever. Mel my 
matter is the leſs, they that get a light life anSack. 
lightlome life, that many have. But it is mg 
worul aud doleful to Have wo here and wo hert 
ter fo2 ever. J will tell you my teſtament, J 
been in hell theſt many years, and J look nt 
koꝛ another heaven. O wretch that J am1 al 
for ever, there is a great flie coming, a fea 
cup, and J will get my chart of it: and it is 
thing Þ feel Here, to that J feel foz ever. 
, Beſsie, the Lord cozreas you Here, 

you periſh not with the world (oz ever. He we 
Deth , and he will heal again, aibeit you can 
ther think it, nor feel it, nor hope for it; pet 
his name J will aſſure you, tn his own time, 
will eaſe you, and ſpzak peace to you, J cant 
(ſatd the ) find you a good tpay-man. | 

M. Pet if ever, Be(sie, I (peak true, you l 
find it: J pꝛomile you in the name of the Lo 
the anſwered, theLo:ds Lieutenant will be losſometin 
to lie, well is his Lieutenant. Whom call ygometir 
ſaid J, his Lieutenant? you, ſaid the, and {ugor the 
ag vou; Pr are tennants, aud not maſteiphich a 
Belsit, grip to the pꝛomiſe of mercy, hope a boſight o: 
hope. J have not, laid ſhe, that gitt of my (il clear [ 
if (50D give it me not. Seek it of od, laid Pen in 
TMhat reck of words, ſaid ſhe, fince + cannot ggins wit 
mends to my inward parts: 4 am ſure. (aiv rates 
ik pou ſhould go to hell, Belsit, you would gof At a 
hell with love to Jod. She anflverzd, tochat rift com 
of my lav to him, lince he hath none to me: Pmtko2 
he Dad love to me, all were well. But he loußnd on 
von, Belsit, beforc ron loved him, for your lo 3 


s the effect of his, and they whom he loveth. can 
ever periſh. His own, ſaid ſhe, ſhall never perith, 
Sut pt are one of thoſe, Belsie, and hath right 
che pzomiſe. She anſwered, how ſhall J believe 
pw who believes not him who hath atl power.and 
truth it (elf ? J would fain ſeek od, But J 
el my ops and lets, and my prayers are Tung 
Ick. $f any had but four and twenty hours, yea a 
ach of that, under which J have lyen thele three 
ars, thry would think their calc feariull, and 
puld give a world (ik they had it) fer a blink 
f his reconciled fact. But my Calamity will 
ke others run and cryfor mercy, my grief and 
ſpleaſure is pour joy and gladneſs. How ſo, 
Feſgiz, we take no pleaſure in pour grief. Sht 
nſwered, A Chriſtian that isſealed, [ering me, 
Will flee to mercy as a bird, but J want wings, 
fter J had prayed for her, theſaid, if Sod wonln 
we me a heart to give you thanks for your good 
rayers, J would give it. And if Jhad a motion 
the right way of ſalvation, © as J thould run 
d flee to him like a bird 3 God be bleſſed, (ain 
> IF ſee ſome fore-running token of his coming 
ith comfort. She anſivered, they are but ſober 
Ind ſmal tokens, Your words ( laid J) ſmell 
womertimes of the ſpirit of grace and faith, aud 
Fometimes of the fleth, infidelity and infirmity 3 
wor the prayers of the Saints are oft like a fire, 
Which at the firſt Hath ſmoke and reck, without 
ght oz heat, but breaketh out ere all be done into 
cltar light and comfortable heat; As may be 
een in ſundry of Davids Pſalms, where he be- 
ins with heavy plaints, and endeth in Heavenly 
raiſes and prayers ere all be done. 
At another time J asked. if any comfort was 
et come £ the anſwered. doloz was come, but no 
omfozt, Pou are troubled with me in pulpit, 
Ind ont in pulpit, and in coming unte me dar 
er Day ; will you make you quitt of this cum- 
fr, Belsie, (aid J, Þ think no cumbcr of it, it 
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$D. tHe ſhakes von (Besſit) to make you ſug 
ff it were (o (laid ſhe) J would (eek to hm & 
Tentation (aid J) dings you from thet you 
lire, and you are greatly wounded in your ſy 
nal battel : but what reck of a wound to hu 
getteth che victo:y, you will in the Lords me 
get the victozy, what reck of pour wou nos thi 
And we will Ht down on our knees, and cravk 
to you of God in th: name of Jeſus. After J 
zaped (th? ſaith) God;foz thy beloved ſon Jelf 
akk, ſte to my mifter, ſuccour me. Now ye 
witneſs to that, that yt would Have had that 
ſeek in Jeſus fame. Blelsen be God, for it is (; 
Seek on c d will pledge my (on! foi yours, << 
re thall b: ſafe. Seek mult J (laid he) and 1 
Will TY though he thould ding me back to the! 
tom ot the ea: and charge the whole family 
they do the like as you do to me: for come w 
come wo they will get a chart of it: J will ( 
J) fox they ought to concur with you. 
The nert time that J viſited her, and de 
ded how ſhe did? She anſwered, the life oft 
body is not like to go out, and comkoꝛt is not iſye 
to came into the ſoul. Vet wait, Belgie, in hon 
and give not over, it will come. J know ( (Fell 
ht) pour talts and tidings, but tannot find this. 
trut: Alace, that ever J came into the won 
Jam not booked, J am not baptizeo J am gs 
written in the book ol life, Jam not baptiſedpec 
the right baptilm. J cannot {ind the fruit of Us 
OI, Belgie, ſaid J, Jam ſory that J figt i 
vou not as 7 left pon. Continued pou not calligon 
on Sod in Chriſts name, as you pꝛomiſez.? $0. 
anſtvered, J was the wozſe of the words that per 
cauſed me toſay; J am ever ſince, a thou(aqne 
nm?s ue troubled then belozt. 13eſpie, the won 
have not the witz, it is Satan that rageth beitet 
he be call ont; & your tronble ß nearer the Higgal 
the nearer is the aclivery ; And although yoobl! 
pheick bz bitter, ret if will Hive good effeg. 3 
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rouble is ſo joyous oz pleaſant for the preſent, 
Wc. Heb. 2. The Lozo who will not let the hand 
the wicked ly long upon the back of the righ⸗ 
dus, Pal. 125.3. Mill not let Hig own hand, 
Which is heavier then the hand of the wicked, ly 
Jong, he will (end the iſſue with the tentarion, : 
Tor. o. 13, Uhtereiore hearken not, Belsit, to 


craviſatans ſuggeſtions, that pour Heart be not bound 
'r Ip that you pray not. That is ( (aid che) a true 
n Jelfale, (atan binds up my heart. But pray (tam 


) againlt it: Say the Lords praper. IJ can 
that ſaid che) (ſay the words, but J have no war- 
is land to pray it. I cannot call him Father: He 
's, tis the Father of the faithful alone: but that pri- 
nd 1Siledge of children is not given mt: J cannot 


the bind a warrand that J am his: alace, that ever 
1iy tW'was the curſed ground whereon the ill leed was 
ie wifeton. M. Belste, the more miſerable you find 


pur (elf, the mort meet art you to goto the Havi⸗ 
for mercy. Þ am not. ſaid ſhe, worthy that he 
oe ive me any grace or mercy. 
t oi M. Besſte, non? is wozthy: and if he gave to 
not ie twozthy,his glory and v2aile would be the leſs ; 
in hoſÞut in this is his mercy magnified, that he mani⸗ 
( (oFelteth it on the miſerable ; and this is a fault in 
d this, that we are ever ſeeking ſomething in our [elves 
wozduhich would derogat from the pꝛaiſe of his grace, 
am mis peſumption and deſperation are dangerous 
tiſenFocks that many run on: and this is a third, & 
it of is Dangerous as any of them, and the rather, that 
7 fifit is not (ſoon (ren oz taken up, we are ay ſceking 
callifomething in our (elves that ſhould commend us 
d.? $0 Gd as if we could not be ſaved,excevt we were 
hat perfect. as if our own innocency, & not qods mtr! y 
zou(WnChiftts merits, were p warrand of our ſalvation. 
won B. J cannot ſpeak the wozd can pleaſe vou, no 
h bef@1ot them that came out of my bowels: how then 
> higtan it pleaſe the Lord? Mint oon _ and ſatan 
gh paets mi not believe, ano my unbeligf draweth 
. # doſon 


and ſs ill be ſeen on the whole ſack. 
After this, when J had read ſome comft 
places to her, and pꝛaped foꝛ her ſht cryed a 
doubled it oft, O bleſſed art they that Hat 
ſpirit of pzaytr 3 D bleſſed are they. 


Dw as for the end of this conflict, am 
of this dear daughter of Abraham, in 
1623, J bting at Glalgow at the Province 
ſemblie, the Lord called her home, the being 
ly cxtenuat and worn, what by heavie ſickr 
her bodie, what by this longſome and fear! 
er iſe on Her (oul, death on a ſuddentit deal 
— heart, that her words and ſpeech faile 
ut in preſence of diverſe witneſſes, her han? 
eyes were Heaved to the heavens: and ſo; 
that ſign of vicorie, ſh? rendred her ſpirit, 
although it pleaſed our gractous God, who 
great wiſdom worketh atter diverlt ſorts wi 
own, to [et us hear out of her own mouth 
Klorious vicgoric, and unſprakable joyes t 
had given her inwardlie in her ſoul : Pet 
{ure there is non? that is illuminate from 
and taught to diſcern (ſpiritually, that wi 
way doubt of her bleſſed deliverance, all 
outward ſigu had been ſeen, Dea, it wag a 
der ful mercie, that God ſo long under (ut 
rors held her own hand out of her ſelk: wh 
laft with her eyes ſhe liften up to the Heavens 
her lpeech could not expreſs Her tnward feel 
au unlpeakablt jop, and vicorions faith. 
Only herein we have our warning to be 
time, and to gtt oyl in our lamps, and not 
our ſelves with emptie Lamps, and with 
tho of an outward profeſsion ; but labor t 
a livelie and eſfedual faith in this depth 
fouls ; for conceit of opinion will ſeem (uf: 
till we be put at, which will not do our tur 
ſtand us in ſtead in 20 
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